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HAVE YOUR SAYBE A GALWAY VOICE

BE A GALWAY VOICE((( ( ((

Flannery O’Connor 
on sin and politics

 “Modern masters of science are much impressed with the 
need of beginning all inquiry with a fact. The ancient masters 
of religion were quite equally impressed with that necessity. 
They began with the fact of sin - a fact as practical as potatoes. 
Certain new theologians dispute original sin, which is the only 
part of Christian theology which can really be proved.” So wrote 
GK Chesterton in his masterpiece  Orthodoxy . 

 One contemporary writer who took this insight seriously 
in her brilliant fiction was Flannery O’Connor. Much like 
Chesterton, Flannery O’Connor understood that what is wrong 
with the world is not our failure to adhere to a certain political 
or economic programme, as important as these may be. 
Instead, what is wrong with the world lies within ourselves.  
Flannery O’Connor emphasised man’s sinfulness throughout 
her stories. Man is fallen and capable of great wickedness. Sin 
is not a concept much used today. To mention it is almost a 
sign of bad taste. 

 In 1973, the world-renowned psychiatrist Karl Menninger 
wrote a book entitled:  Whatever Became of Sin?  In his book 
he projected the day would come when sin would no longer 
be an element of the human vernacular. He speculated that 
the explanation of sin and wrongdoing would be replaced by 
rationalizations excusing individual accountability. Menninger 
predicted the term sin would be replaced with words like 
illness, disorder, dysfunction, syndrome, etc. The human 
condition would be excused as a product of biochemistry, 
environment, experience, and trauma. And everyone would be 
a victim of something or someone. 

  Au Contraire,  Flannery O’Connor observed: “Serious writers, 
like Dostoevsky, have always taken the flaw in human nature 
for their starting point. Drama usually bases itself on the 
bedrock of original sin, whether the writer thinks in theological 
terms or not. Then, too, any character in a serious novel is 
supposed to carry a burden of meaning larger than himself. For 
this reason, the greatest dramas naturally involve the salvation 
or loss of the soul. Where there is no belief in the soul, there 
is very little drama… though the good is the ultimate reality, 
the ultimate reality has been weakened in human beings as 
a result of the fall, and it is this weakened life that we see.” 

 O’Connor’s characters are often confronted with the flaws 
of their human nature by becoming aware, however painful it 
might be, of what they lack. And what these characters often 
lack is the self-knowledge that they are prideful and self-
righteous. 

 In this regard, O’Connor conveys something true and 
timeless in her stories: that we humans are contaminated by 
sin and, as a result, must come to a self-knowledge about what 
we lack. 

 The utopians of the modern world want to change and 
perfect society and human nature, but this is not possible. 
The problems of the world are not something that we can fix 
overnight with protesting, sloganeering, or even passing new 
laws. 

 This insight is brilliantly conveyed in Flannery O’Connor’s 
1965 story “ Everything That Rises Must Converge.”  In this story, 
the reader meets Julian, a recent college graduate who wants 
to be a professional writer. He lives with his unnamed mother, a 
widow who worked hard to feed, clothe, and put Julian through 
college. For a variety of reasons, Julian hates his mother. He 
suffers from a deeply entrenched intellectual pride and anger 
toward his mother and the ‘common’ world in which she exists 
and in which he has been raised. 

 Julian correctly realizes that his mother does not know what 
she lacks. Yet, Julian does not realize that he does not know 
what he lacks either. Julian views himself as better than those 
around him, especially his mother. He does not realize that he 
is like everybody else in his society — imperfect and fallen. 

 The problem with the world, he comes to realize, is not 
the politics and prejudices of his mother. To the contrary, the 
problem is himself. If the reformer is not first striving after 
virtue, then he will not be able to have a positive impact on 
the larger society. 

 Flannery O’Connor calls each of us, before we begin the 
difficult work of reforming society through politics, to reform 
ourselves. And so, the task for those of us who want to renew 
and preserve Western culture is not merely political; it is first 
moral and spiritual. If we do not reform ourselves, if we do not 
confront the moral and spiritual dysfunction within us, then 
we will never be able to “redeem the times.” Like Julian, our 
intentions will be darkened by pride and self-righteousness. 
We will risk being no better than the ideologues and radicals 
who, unwilling to seek order in their own souls, imprudently 
tear to pieces the delicate fabric of the social order 

   Barnaby French  

Put the cycleway along Dr Mannix Road
 Dear Editor, 

 Could Galway City Council 
and all those campaigning 
for the provision of improved 
cycling infrastructure please 
consider Dr Mannix Road as 
an ideal option for cycling past 
Salthill? 

 It runs essentially parallel to 
the controversial route along 
the prom. It has much lower 

traffic volumes, thereby being 
much safer for cyclists. I 

 t is a particularly wide road 
that already has physical speed 
controls in place. Cycle lanes 
on Dr Mannix Road could link 
directly with those already in 
place on Threadneedle Road. 

 They could thereby serve the 
two large secondary schools 
on that road, in addition to the 

primary school on Dr Mannix 
Road itself. Nearby schools, 
including Scoil Ide and Taylor’s 
Hill would also benefit. 

 Not to mention provision 
of protected cycle access to 
Pearse Stadium - the venue 
for heavily attended sports 
fixtures and concerts. Take a 
drive, or better still a cycle, 
along Dr Mannix Road and 

you can not but appreciate its 
suitability as a cycling route, 
to the benefit of commuters, 
s c h o o l - g o i n g  c h i l d r e n , 
residents and visitors.  

   Yours,  
   (Name and address with 

editor)  

 Abuse of councillors is condemned 
 Dear Editor,  

 As a cyclist and advocate for safe 
cycling, I condemn those who engaged 
in abuse and personal attack on Galway 
city councillors who voted against both 
proposals for a cycle lane through Salthill. 

 They do not represent the people I 
know and meet on the cycling rallies 
and they hinder the campaign for safer 

cycling. 
 The Mayor of Galway was also 

subjected to abuse from a motorist en 
route from our last cycling rally on 
Sunday 13, to an event to commemorate 
the handover of Dún Uí Mhaoillíosa from 
British to Irish Forces in 1922. 

 It is imperative for our democracy 
that all councillors and leaders in our 

community, on every side of this and other 
contentious issues, disown and condemn 
abusive behaviour directed towards our 
elected public representatives. 
 Yours, 
 Jim McManus, 
 Renmore Park. 

 Dear Editor, 

 I don’t know how they do it,  
 the Warriors of A&E 
 daily dealing with 
 The unruly, 
 The unmanageable, 
 The distressed, 
 The ungrateful, 
 The drunk, 
 The irascible, 
 and 
 The flawed 
 And yet they do 
 With dedication 
 professionalism 
 wit 
 humour 
 mirth 
 patience 
 kindness and 
 unfathomable 
 tolerance 
 To you; 
 The Ronans 
 The Annas 
 The Emmets 
 The Johns 
 The Reeses 
 The Davids 
 The Lorraines 
 The Christys 
 The Maeves 
 The man with the tea and sandwiches 
 The cheerful lassies in CT! 
 And all of you whose names 
 I did not get 
 From A&E entrance to exit 
 My broken knee and I 
 will be eternally grateful 
 To you all! 
 Gura fada buan sibh uile. 

 Yours, 
 Vincent Holmes 
 Galway 

The warriors of 
A&E at UCHG

 Dear Editor, 
 I was shocked to hear that the plans 

for a cycleway in Salthill have been 
revoked by Galway Councillors. 

 As a keen cyclist I will not now be 
visiting Salthill when considering a 
cycling outing. I will take my bike 
elsewhere. 

 I will not be spending any of my money 
in any of the businesses in Salthill. 

 I will not be buying food or drinks 
or anything else that is been sold by 
businesses in Salthill. 

 I have plenty of other places where it 
is safe for me to cycle and where I can 
spend my money. 

 I am not going to risk my life or well 
being because I am forced to share 
overcrowded and dangerous roads with 
cars and lorries when out cycling. 
 Yours, 
 Joe Griffin, 
 Derrycon 
 Mountshannon 
 Co Clare 

 I won’t be supporting businesses 
which objected to cycleway 

 Dear Editor, 
 You recently featured 

an article by Richard 
Martin’s biographer, 
Peter Phillips. In it, he 
proposed that the city 
should honour Mr Martin 
by naming the planned 
new footbridge at the 
Salmon Weir after the 
great Galwegian. 

 We add the support 
of the Party for Animal 
W e l f a r e  ( G a l w a y 
branch) to Mr. Philip’s 
ssuggestion.  

 We will be petitioning 
our city councillors with 
a view to this. 

 We would also like to 
commend your paper for 
sharing several excellent 

articles on Richard 
Martin recently. 

 As Ireland’s foremost 
animal rights pioneer, 
his legacy has for too 
long been ignored by the 

national media.  
 Yours, 
 Gearoid O’Dowd, 
 Party for Animal Welfare 
(Galway branch) 

Humanity Dick  
should be honoured 
by new footbridge 


